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a more prosperous future for our State of
Michigan and our Nation.

JOHN W. JACKSON (BUD FOWLER)

HON. CHRISTOPHER P. GIBSON

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2013

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today on
behalf of my constituents in New York’s 19th
Congressional District to commemorate the life
and work of John W. Jackson or, as he be-
came known, Bud Fowler.

Bud was born in Fort Plain, NY in 1858 and
grew up in the famous baseball community of
Cooperstown, NY. As an African American in
a segregated America, his race often prohib-
ited him from participating in the same
leagues as his white counterparts. Despite this
challenge, he made a name for himself as the
first African American baseball player to par-
ticipate in organized leagues.

Beginning as a pitcher, Bud soon excelled
in all positions of the game, most notably at
second base, which he preferred. He played in
several leagues in the second half of the 19th
Century and the beginning of the twentieth.
This included playing, coaching, or organizing
for Binghamton in the International League,
Keokuk in the Western League, Lansing in the
Michigan State League, and various black ball
clubs, including the Page Fence Giants,
Cuban Giants, the Smoky City Giants, and the
All-American Black Tourists.

Bud is recognized as having the longest
professional baseball career for an African
American prior to Jackie Robinson. He is an
incredible role model for all Americans, dis-
playing what can be accomplished beyond all
hurdles faced in life. | am proud that | will
have the opportunity to attend Cooperstown’s
upcoming recognition ceremony of this great
American on Sunday, April 21, 2013, when a
street leading up to Doubleday Field will be re-
named “Fowler Way.”

——————

HANOVER NURSERY 55TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2013

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
Mr. John Basar and the Hanover Nursery in
Hanover Township, Pennsylvania, which will
celebrate its 55th anniversary this year.

In 1958, John Basar, a Hanover Township
native, started taking on small landscaping
jobs throughout the area while also attending
classes at Kings College. Initially the operation
was small—just Mr. Basar, his 1948 Plymouth
Coupe, a trailer, and the part-time help of his
brother and a friend. By 1960, Mr. Basar had
purchased a pick—up truck and hired two full-
time employees but it wasn’t until 1961 that he
decided his business needed a name. He
chose “Hanover Nursery” as a way to honor
his hometown. In 1963, Mr. Basar began to
secure his first commercial landscaping con-
tracts. A topsoil pit was purchased by the
business in 1970, an asset which became in-
valuable to the people of Wyoming Valley
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when they fell victim to the Agnes flood in
1972. Mr. Basar and the Hanover Nursery
were an important part of the storm recovery
following this disaster, helping to restore yards
for families and eventually re—landscaping por-
tions of the neighboring city of Wilkes—Barre.

From the mid 1970s to the present day, Mr.
Basar and the Hanover Nursery have been re-
sponsible for many prominent developments
throughout Northeastern Pennsylvania. The
nursery’s work can be seen at several com-
mercial projects including the Crossing Pre-
mium Outlets in Tannersville, the community
of Sunset Drive in Hanover Township, the Wy-
oming Valley levy raising project and the
newly reconditioned River Commons area in
downtown Wilkes—Barre.

Outside the Hanover Nursery, Mr. Basar
has been a vital figure in the Hanover Town-
ship community. In 2014, he will celebrate 50
years as a member of the local Lions Club
where he plays a primary role in the organiza-
tion’s Christmas celebration, planting new
trees and decorating them with lights each
Holiday season. He has also been a generous
patron of the Hanover Township little league.

Mr. Speaker, for the last 55 years Mr. John
Basar and the Hanover Nursery have helped
beautify Hanover Township and the sur-
rounding areas. They played an active role in
growing our community. Therefore, | commend
Mr. Basar and all the Hanover Nursery em-
ployees who have been integral in the devel-
opment and beautification of Northeastern
Pennsylvania.

——

HONORING JOSEPH DANIEL
BODENHEIMER

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2013

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, |
proudly pause to recognize Joseph Daniel
Bodenheimer. Joseph is a very special young
man who has exemplified the finest qualities
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac-
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop
303, and earning the most prestigious award
of Eagle Scout.

Joseph has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Joseph has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, Jo-
seph has contributed to his community
through his Eagle Scout project.

Mr. Speaker, | proudly ask you to join me in
commending Joseph Daniel Bodenheimer for
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

————

RECOGNIZING THE SHIFFER FAM-
ILY ON THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS
TO THE CHAMPAIGN FAMILY
YMCA

HON. JIM JORDAN

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2013

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, | am honored to
commend to the House the generosity and
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support of the family of Leah and the late
Jerry Shiffer to the Champaign County, Ohio,
YMCA chapter.

In July 2007, Leah Shiffer and her children
donated an 88-acre parcel in North Lewisburg
to the Champaign Family YMCA. In so doing,
they honored Jerry Shiffer’s lifelong apprecia-
tion for outdoor recreation—an appreciation he
shared with his whole family.

The Champaign Family YMCA recognized
the Shiffer Family’s benevolence at a 2008
dedication event. The Y has used this land for
its summer day camp program, giving hun-
dreds of young people the opportunity to learn
about nature and the environment.

On Sunday, the Champaign Family YMCA
will formally acknowledge Jerry Shiffer and his
family by naming this camp in their honor.
Sunday’s event will include a tree—climbing
demonstration, a nature hunt, archery, and
other family activities led by the Y and the Boy
Scouts of America.

| appreciate the opportunity to join the
Champaign County Y and the people of
Champaign County in recognizing the ongoing
commitment and gracious gift of the Shiffer
Family. | know that the family is pleased that
Jerry’s vision for a recreational camp for area
youth will continue to be fulfilled.

WAGNER-PEYSER

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO
SABLAN

OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, April 18, 2013

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, | am introducing
a bill to allow for the expansion of the federal
Employment Service network to my district,
the Northern Mariana Islands to be eligible for
Employment Service Programs by amending
the Wagner-Peyser Act of 1933, as amended
by the Workforce Investment Act of 1998.

The Employment Service Programs provide
funds to establish a nationwide system of pub-
lic employment offices and One-Stop Career
Centers across the United States. These cen-
ters have successfully connected millions of
job seekers with employers throughout the 50
states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands, and Guam. The legislation
| am introducing today, in remedying the statu-
tory absence of the Northern Mariana Islands
from the definition of “State,” will allow for the
expansion of the federal Employment Service
network to the NMI, thereby contributing to
both the local and National economy by sup-
porting the development of an experienced,
motivated, and most importantly, employed
American workforce.

Should the Commonwealth government
choose to apply for this grant, the funds could
be used to stand up One-Stop Centers in the
NMI that would help those searching for work
find jobs and help local employers find quali-
fied workers. These Centers provide services
that have a proven record of success in hun-
dreds of locales throughout the United States.

Our national economy is still pulling itself
out of the deepest recession since the 1930s.
The economy in the NMI is in even worse
condition, however, with declines in GDP
every year from 2004 to 2009. This bill pro-
vides for the possible extension of a federal
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